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The stipulations of the Barrier Treaty had been rankling
in her mind for many years. This Treaty had made it
possible for her allies to restrict the commercial freedom
of her Netherland subjects, who had to pay taxes to
maintain the troops in the Netherlands by the Maritime
Powers. Maria Theresa had annoyed England by
passing new tariff laws in the Netherlands which had
given her subjects commercial equality with England
and Holland. The barrier towns had already been the
cause of a serious diplomatic conflict, and when George
simply took it for granted that she would do as he
wished and send more troops to the Netherlands, Maria
Theresa lost her temper more violently than she had
done for years.
Sir Charles Hanbury Williams, who went to Vienna
to negotiate with her, was told how angry England's
demands had made her. She was so furious that her
voice could be heard in the next room. Williams wrote
to the Duke of Newcastle that the Empress had shouted:
" Am I not a sovereign in the Low Countries; and is
it not my duty to protect my subjects, who have been
too long oppressed by the Barrier Treaty, and deprived
of the advantages which all other nations enjoy ? "
Perhaps her extreme agitation was partly due to the
fact that she was again pregnant, and the first three
months of this condition were very trying for her. It is
a curious coincidence that, just at this time when her
new friendship with France, and her antagonism for
England, were maturing, she was carrying the child
who was later to be sacrificed to the Habsburg-Bourbon
alliance. Marie Antoinette was born on November 2,1755.
Maria Theresa firmly instructed Kaunitz to reject
George II/s proposals. Kaunitz's answer to England,
dated April 16,1755, was more severe than it was diplo-

